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Appress to the Convention of the 
Eastern Diocess, holden at Wind- 
sor, Vermont, September 25, 1816, 
by the kight Rev. Bishop Gris- 
WOLD. 


My Frienps anp BRETHREN, 


THrovuGu the merciful goodness 
of our God and Saviour, we are 
permitted once more to convene for 
the very important purpose of con- 
sulting on the interest and welfare of 
that portion of Christ’s Church in- 
trusted to our ministry and over- 
sight, and to transact such business 
as by its constitution and usage, ap- 
pertains to this Convention. It be- 
comes my duty at this time to lay 
before you a statement of my official 
proceedings since our last meeting, 
and such other things respecting the 
present condition of our Churches, 
as may assist your deliberations, and 
head to those measures which shall 
best promote their interest and pros- 
perity. 

There have been admitted, as 
Candidates for Holy Orders, Fona- 
than M. Wainwright, Gideon Olney, 
George T. Chapman, Foseph R. An- 
drus, Alston Gibbs, Benjamin B. 
Smith, Reuel Keith, George Otis, 
and Tafts. 

To the Holy Order of Deacons 
have been admitted, Walter Cran- 
ston, Fohn L. Blake, Stephen Beach, 
Thomas Carlile,Chever Felch, George 
S. White, Foseph R. Andrus, and 
George T. Chapman. Also, the Rev. 
Titus Strong, and the Rev. Fohn 
L. Blake, Deacons, have been or- 
dained Priests. 

The Rev. Aaron Humphrey has 
removed to Connecticut ; the Rev. 
Mr. Cranston to Georgia; the Rev. 
Foab G. Cooper has also keft this 
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Diocess ; and the Rev. Mr. Saf- 
Jord—the last on account of ill 
health. A large proportion of our 
few Churches remains vacant; and 
it is deeply to be lamented that our 
Clergy should, by any necessity, be 
constrained to leave this Diocess, 
where their labours are so much 
needed. But from the number and. 
character of the Candidates still on 
the lists, and of others expected 
soon to become Candidates, it is 
humbly to be hoped, that our 
Churches, through the Lord’s mer- 
ciful goodness, mav soon be in some 
better degree supplied. Some, we 
trust, will be found, whose zeal for 
the Lord’s work, and whose circum- 
stances in life, will prompt and per- 
mit them to labour with less imme- 
diate expectation of temporal re- 
ward. But a complete remedy of 
this evil cannot be expected till the 
cause is removed. While our 
Churches continue poor, and the 
pecuniary emoluments of those whe 
officiate in them, inadequate to a 
decent support, candidates will stild 
be discouraged from entering our 
Churches, and of those who have 
entered, some will remove to those 
parts where temporal comforts are 
more abundant. 
Those who have been ordained, 
and still continue with us, are en- 
aged in the ministry of the word. 
r. Carlile officiates in Salem, and 
Mr. Andrus in Marblehead. Those 
two Churches, so lately in a low de- 
clining state, are now increasing and 
prosperous. Mr. Felch is Chaplain 
in the Navy, and stationed at Bos- 
ton, where he officiates successfully 
in the duties of his office, and oc- 
casionally supplies some of the va- 
cant Chyurghgs. Mr. White officiates 
27 
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as a Missionary in Newton, Bridge- 
water, and other places. Mr. Strong 
issettled in Greenfield, overaChurch 
which, though but recently organ- 
ized, is remarkably prosperous and 
flourishing, and for zeal and prompt 
attention to every duty, entitled to 
much praise. 

In speaking of Greenfield, our at- 
tention is naturally called to Mon- 
tague, a smal! neighbouring town, 
where.a number of families, who 
have formed themselves into an 
Episcopal Society, duly organized, 
regularly meet for divine service. 
The few Clergymen who have vi- 
sited this flock, speak in the highest 
terms of their seriousness and atten- 
tion to good order. Acting from 
conscientious motives, though with 
discouraging prospects, they have 
counted the cost, and resolutely, 
with laudable zeal, have commenced 
a good work; and in its progress 
appear to have conducted them- 
selves with great prudenee and ma- 
ture deliberation. Like the wise 
Bereans, they search for informa- 
tion, that they may have a reason 
of the hope that is in them. The 
Lord, we trust, will bless their zeal; 
and they surely merit all the encou- 
ragement and assistance that we can 
give them. 

And not they only: this instance 
is but asample of the devout ardour 
which prevails in many parts of the 
Diocess. Mr. Beach is now offici- 
ating in Fairfield, Shelden, and St. 
Albans, in Vermont; and of his 
success we have the most pleasing 
intelligence. A very considerable 
number of communicants have al- 
ready been added to those Church- 
es. Large congregations attend his 
preaching. A spirit of religious in- 
quiry and awakened concern for the 
one thing needful, extensively pre- 
vails in those parts ; and cheering 
are the prospects of still greater in- 
crease, both in members and piety. 
At Fairficld they are erecting a 
house for the worship of God, and 
already is the pious work in great 
forwardness. ladecd the number 
of new Churches which are now 
buildisg, or will probably soon be 
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commenced, is one of the best proofs 
of the increasing zeal amongst our 
people, for the service of God, and 
support of his holy worship. It is 
a zeal which ought much to be en- 
couraged, and a work to which we 
should lend every possible aid. The 
want of Churches is one of the great 
inconveniences which we have to 
contend with. At Bellows Falls, 
also in Lencx and Hopkinton, in 
Massachusetts, are Churches erect- 


ing. 

Ate. Blake is settled at Pawtucket, 
or North-Providence, where the 
prospects are highly pleasing. There, 
in a short time, a new and flourish- 


‘ing parish has arisen, who are now 


building a handsome Church. And 
what is most pleasing, true godli- 
ness, we trust, is much increased 
among them. Many have been 
awakened to the glorious truths, 
and have experienced the unspeak- 
able comforts of the Saviour’s Gos- 
pel. Their minister is entitled to 
much praise for his pious labours 
and active zeal among them. The 
Church in Providence, though of 
long standing, has almost become a 
new one, by the renovating work of 
the Lord among them. It is now 
one of the largest in the Diocess. 
In Bridgewater is a small parish, 
highly meriting our grateful consi- 
deration, ‘Though very few in num- 
ber, they have finished, we may al- 
most say rebuilt, their little Church, 
and it has been lately consecrated to 
the service of Almighty God. The 
Rev. Mr. White officiates with them 
at present one half of the time. 
Other Clergymen have kindly as- 
sisted them, and no kindness can be 
better bestowed. The praise of 
that little flock should be in all the 
Churches. In South-Boston, a new 
Episcopal Society is incorporated, 
and in a promising state of increase 
and prosperity. During this pre- 
sent tour, I have marked with great 
satisfaction the pious zeal which ap- 
pears in several places. The very 
great exertions now making by the 
parish in Lenox to erect a Church, 
entitle them to much praise and 
every possible encouragement. In 
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Middlebury, it has pleased the Lord 
to pour out of his Spirit, and awaken 
many to righteousness. They also 
have it in serious contemplation, to 
erect a house to the worship of Al- 
mighty God; and it is earnestly 
commended to the friends of our 
communion, to assist them in a 
work which is so very important 
and interesting to our Church. 

Since the last meeting of this Con- 
vention, being invited, according to 
the directions of the 20th Canon, I 
have visited some of the Churches in 
Connecticut, and confirmed, in Mid- 
dletown, Hartford, and Warehouse- 
Point, 131 persons. I admitted 
Ezekicl Gear and Reuben Sherwood 
to the order of Deacons; and the 
Rev. Birdsey G. Noble, Alpheus 
Gear, Harry Croswell, and Aaron 
Humphrey, Hietcoos, were ordained 
Presbyters. I have heard, though 
not by any official notice, that the 
Churches in Connecticut have since 
as themselves under the care of 

ishop Hobart. The invitation 
previously given is therefore, no 
doubt, revoked. 

Most of the Churches also in this 
Diocess have I, in the same time, 
visited once, and some of them twice 
or three times. But with deep re- 
gret it must be acknowledged, that 
the duties of a parish, and other 
causes, have hitherto rendered im- 
practicable such frequent visitations, 
as the good of the Churches re- 
quires; and some especially of those 
most remote have been too long 
neglected. 

Jonfirmation has been adminis- 
tered once, or more, in Bridgewa- 
ter, Greenfield, Salem, Newbury- 
port, Cambridge, Great-Barrington, 
Lenox, and Lanesborough, in Mas- 
sachusetts; in Bristol, Rhode- 
Island ; and in Arlington and Mid- 
dlebury, in Vermont. The whole 
number confirmed is but 194. It 
is expected soon, the Lord permit- 
ting, that there will be confirmations 
in some of our largest Churches, 
Though the number is small, there 
is reason to believe, and there is 
much comfort in believing, that the 
few who have received confirma- 
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tion, are truly pious, and such a 
will, through divine grace, “‘ lead 
the rest of their life according to this 
beginning ;” and that a very consi- 
derable number more, of the like de- 
scription, are now ready to be con- 
firmed. There is cause, however, 
still for repeating, what was observ- 
ed before you at our last Conven- 
tion, that we do not, so generally as 
we ought, avail ourselves of the 

ractical benefits of this ordinance. 

“he two sacraments excepted, there 
is none which has been so blest 
among us, wherever it has been ad- 
ministered. 

With lively gratitude to the Fa- 
ther of Mercies, and the great 
Head of the Church, we are bound 
to acknowledge, that at no former 
period has the general state of reli- 
gion, in this Diocess, been so vigor- 
ous and promising. In many places 
are small societies forming, or peo- 
ple desirous to form them; anda 
call for Clergymen and missionary 
labours is heard in almost every 
part. But of these there is great 
deficiency. Frequently is the re- 
quest made by Churches destitute, 
that ministers may be sent them ; 
but we have none to send: nor can 
we, but in a small degree, avail our- 
selves of these favourable circum- 
stances. It is painful, that there 
should be this famine of hearing the 
word of God, and no means be 
found to relieve it. How fervently, 
and without ceasing, ought we to 
pray the Lord of the harvest, that 
he will send labourers into it. Had 
we a competent number of such la- 
bourers, as the Lord himself sends, 
how gloriously would his work in- 
crease ! 

By reason of the excellent organ- 
ization of our Church, in its general 
constitution ; the judicious transac- 
tion of so much of its business by 
Standing Committees, and the har- 
mony which, through the divine 
blessing, has so happily prevailed in 
this Diocess, there is but little of or- 
dinary business to be done at our 
Conventions. This is a circum- 
stance highly favourable, not only in 
regard to its causes, now neticed, 
) 
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but also as it gives us time and op- 
portunity to consult on other things, 
which concern the interest and pros- 
perity of our Churches; and to 
adopt, or recommend such measures 
as will best promote the noble cause 
m which we are engaged, and ex- 
tend our vigilance and oversight to 
the minuter parts of our ecclesiasti- 
eal concerns. How interesting to 
the Christian; how important to 
society, and to the best interests of 
our fellow men, is the purpose for 
which we are now convened! How 
can we conscientiously separate till 
we haye done what shall be in our 
power, and consistent with our du- 
ties, as a Convention of these states, 
to build up the kingdom of our bles- 
sed Redeemer; to promote piety 
and true godliness among the peo- 
ple, and increase the prosperity of 
the Church which -we represent. 
Permit me to suggest some few 
things, as not unworthy to be num- 
bered among the subjects of your 
deliberations. And though they 
may be of suck a nature, as no mea- 
sures within the powers of this Con- 
vention, as such, can directly effect, 
let them, if thought worthy of such 
regard, be retained in our memories, 
that, as individuals, and in our re- 
spective parishes, we may apply 
such remedies, and promote such 
measures, as wisdom may teach and 
duty require. 

At our last Biennial Convention, 
it Was requested that more attention 
might be given to what is required 
in the 45th Canon. I have yet re- 
ceived but few of the returns neces- 
sary to make the Report, which that 
eanon requires. And as the time 
now draws nigh when the General 
Convention are to meet, I have still 
to request that this business may 
not be neglected. 

The supplying of our vacant pa- 
rishes with ordained ministers, and 
assisting those which are small and 
poor, with regular preaching, or, at 
least, with occasional ministrations, 
are duties to which, as far as is prac- 
ticable, we are urgently called. In 
vour deliberations on this very im- 
nortunt subject, yeu will consider, 
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no doubt, of the propriety of con? 
tinuing our Easter collections. 
‘Though they have been less gene- 
ral, and of course less productive, 
than was expected, they have been 
of great use. Mr. Henshaw, Mir. 
Humphrey, Mr. Safford, Mr. Blake, 
Mr. Beach, and Mr. White, have 
been employed, or aided as Mission- 
aries from that little fund ; and their 
labours, we have reason to believe, 
have been much blessed. The state 
of this fund will be laid before you. 
The Charge delivered before the 
last Convention, together with a 
Pastoral Address to our Churches, 
on the subject of those collections, 
and others connected with it, has 
been printed, and the expense de- 
frayed from the monies collected for 
the printing and distribution of 
tracts; it being thought, from the 
circumstances of our Church, and 
the great importance of calling the 
attention of our people to these sub- 
jects, the Address might be as use- 
ful for distribution, as those tracts 
which, intrinsically, are far more ex- 
cellent and valuable. 

It is our duty, not only to collect 
funds for missionary purposes, but 
also carefully to save those which, 
through the kind providence of 
God, and the piety of his people, 
may have been given us. “ Let us 
gather up the fragments which re- 
main, that nothing be lost.” Pro- 
perty which has been given for any 
pious or religious use, let us most 
conscientiously, and in the fear of 
God, appropriate, so far as shall be 
in our power, to the use designed. 
Should we neglect this duty, how 
can we expect the divine blessing ! 
By its faithful performance, perhaps, 
a may be added to our 
means of supplying our destitute 
brethren with the gospel ministra- 
tions. We ought thankfully to ac- 
knowledge it as a most favourable 
circumstance, and signal mercy, 
that we have an incorporated So- 
ciety on such liberal principles, and 
yet so wisely restricted, that funds 
for any charitable or religious pur- 
pose, may there, wiih perfect secu- 
rity, be deposited, and will most 
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surely and faithfully be applied, as 
the pious donors shall direct. Let 
us not be remiss in availing our- 
selves of so great a blessing. ‘This 
Palladium of the Eastern Diocess, 
we may well hope, will be, in the 
hands of a merciful Providence, 
the instrument of its stability and 
success. If we are not wanting to 
ourselves, and the noble cause fn 
which we are engaged, on this basis 
may hereafter be established a fund, 
which shall be commensurate to the 
exigence of our Churches. 

Another measure for aiding and 
supplying our small and vacant 
Churches, among the most obvious 
and most hopeful, is the formation 
of Missionary Societies, which, of 
course, will merit, and, no doubt, en- 
gage your mature deliberation. A 
motion for that purpose is, if I mis- 
take not, already before the Conven- 
tion. Whether one general Society 
shall be established for the Diocess, 
or whether it may not be preferable 
to establish one in each state, con- 
fining its object and operation to 
its respective district, ought also to 
be considered. 

The want of Prayer Books in our 
Churches is so great and general, 
as to be a subject worthy of your 
present attention. Next after the 
word and the ministers of God, this 
is the best gift that you can send. 
its value and usefulness are too 
well known in this Convention to 
require praise. ‘Through the pious 
liberality of Christians of all deno- 
minations, Bibles are dispensed to a 
large proportion of those disposed 
to read them. Various tracts have 
also been distributed in great abun- 
dance; but this Book of Common 
Prayer, second only to the Bible, in 
its utility among us, is in many 
places scarcely to be obtained. 
Could measures be taken, either by 
gratuitous distribution, or by so dis- 
persing cheap editions, that all who 
are disposed to purchase may find 
them, it would be attended with ex- 
tensive and salutary effects. 

Permit me also to recommend, 
during the present necessity, and as 
2 temporary relief, that our Clergy, 
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who are settled, should preach often 
in the small vacant parishes ; and 
that their people on such occasions 
accept, during the absence of their 
ministers, the service of candidates ; 
or that divine service be performed, 
and an approved sermon read, by 
some pious member of the Church : 
or even, if necessary, thata Church 
be shut for a Sunday. ‘This must 
be a painful sacrifice to a devout 
congregation, who delight in the 
worship of God ; but it is a sacri- 
fice which, if offered with a free will 
and good heart, will be approved 
and accepted of God. Remember 
what are the great objects cf our re- 
ligion; not personal gratification, 
but to do good, to promote the sal- 
vation of mankind, and extend the 
borders of the Redeemer’s kingdom. 
It is laudable in every Christian 
congregation to desire the constant 
and regular administration of the 
word and doctrine, and never need- 
lessly to relinquish the comforts of 
the sanctuary. But in this, as in 
other things, it is in some cases 
‘‘ more blessed to give than to re- 
ceive.” While we enjoy a fulness 
of Gospel privileges, let us not for- 
get those who are totally destitute ; 
who have no preaching, no divine 
service, no sacraments. ‘To assist 
such, even in the way now proposed, 
may be as true Christian charity, as 
to relieve the temporal wants of 
your suffering fellow creatures. If, 
from “ good will towards men,” and 
to extend the influence of the Re- 
deemer’s Gospel, Christians some- 
times deny themselves the comfort- 
able refreshments of his house, it 
will, we need not doubt, be even 
more acceptable to God, and better 
promote their own salvation, than a 
rigid claim to all their privileges. 
In such case our prayer should at- 
tend our minister ia his labours of 
love. ’ 

Finally, while so many are lock- 
ing up to us as fathers in Israel, and 
watchmen ia Zion, let ns, as faithful 
stewards of the manifold grace of 
God, apply ourselves with the most 
awakened solicitude, and serjous 
concern, to all the various and inter- 
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esting duties cf this Convention ; 
and let us not fail, on this occasion, 
to lift our hearts most devoutly to 
God, beseeching that he will “ be 
present with the council of his 
Church, here assembled, in his name 
and presence ;” that he will “ direct 
and prosper all our consultations,” 
and bless the measures which shall 
be adopted, “ to the advancement of 
his glory, the good of his Church,” 
and the general order, peace, and 
happiness of society. 


ALEX. V. GRISWOLD, 


Bishop of the & «tern Diocess. 
Windsor, Sept. 25, A. D. 1816. 
——_—— 





Avpress lo the Convention of the Pro- 
iestant Episcopal Church in the Di- 
ocess of Maryland, delivered June 5, 
1817, by the Right Kev. Bishop Kemp. 


My Rev. Brethren of the Clergy, and 
Gentlemen of the Laity, 

Sivce the last Convention, several 
occurrences of great interest to the 
Church have taken place. 

The first that claims our attention 
is the death of our late venerable 
Bishop, the Right Rev. Dr. Claggett. 
When he last presided in this body, 
his health was so impaired, that he 
seemed to be impressed with a belief, 
that his life was drawing towards a 
close, and under this anticipation he 
enjoyed great serenity and composure 
of mind. 

The peculiar situation of the Church 
in Maryland required that no time 
should be lost in announcing the 
course that I meant to pursue ; and 
under a due sense of my responsibili- 
ty to her, and with a confident reli- 
ance upon Divine grace, I immediate- 
ly published an Address to the Clergy 
and Laity, declaring, that in conse- 
quence of a resolution passed by the 
Convention just after my election, I 
considered the charge of the Church 
as devolving on me—and accordingly 
I have performed all the episcopal 
duties of the Diocess, and visited the 
parishes as often as my situation in 
Baltimore would permit. In my vi- 
sitations, IT have been received with 
great kindness and respect; and I 
have the happiness to declare, that 
@hristian unity and love have nearly 


superseded that party-spirit which 
once disturbed the Diocess of Mary- 
land. To accomplish this object, has 
been my most ardent desire; and 
every exertion wiil be continued on 
my part to produce that happy state 
of things, when we shall all live in 
the unity of the faith and in the bond 
of peace. 

by referring to the Journal of the 
last Convention, it will be seen that, 
in the opinion of that body, the con- 
gregation of St. Peter’s Church in 
Baltimore, could not be considered 
as a part of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church while they adhered to Mr. 
Dashiell, and allowed him to preach 
in their Church, This consequence 
the sincere members of the Church 
Were anxious to avert; and of*course 
they adopted such means as would 
recover their house of worship, and 
secure their unity with the Episcopal 
Church. 

After the sentence of contumacy 
had taken effect upon Mr. Dashiell, a 
number of the members petitioned 
the civil court to grant a mandamus, 
“to be directed to the vestry, com- 
“ manding them to report the vacancy 
“in the Rectorship of St. Peter’s 
“ Church to the Bishop; enjoining 
“ and prohibiting them from permit- 
“ ting George Dashiell to occupy the 
“ parsonage-house, and to officiate in 
‘¢ any manner in the said Church ; 
“ and further commanding them to 
“ choose a minister.” Although the 
prayer of the petitioners comprehend- 
ed three things, yet the only point of 
consequence was to compel the vestry 
to choose a minister. ‘To report the 
vacancy to the Bishop was required 
by a canon, which the civil authority 
had no right to execute ; and the ap- 
pointment of a Rector would exclude 
Mr. Dashiell from both the Church 
and parsonage-house. It is true, it 
was a misapplication of the property 
of the Church to bestow it upon a man 
who was no longer a minister. But 
while the vacancy continued, it might 
have been said, that Mr. Dashiell was 
a mere tenant, and the law does not 
forbid the renting of glebes or par- 
sonage-houses, during a vacancy in 
the Church. to tenants. 
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By the 15th section of the act for 
the establishment of vestries, passed 
in 1798, “ the vestry of every parish 
** are vested with full power and au- 
“ thority, from time to time, to choose 
** one or more ministers, or readers, 
“ of the Protestant Church, (hereto- 
“ fore called the Church of ingland,) 
“ to officiate in any church or chapel 
“ belonging to the parish, and to per- 
“ form the other duties of a minister 
“ therein, for such time as the said 
“ vestry may think proper ; and they 
“may agree or contract with, such 
‘“¢ minister or ministers, reader or rea- 
“‘ ders, for his or their salary, and 
respecting the use and occupation 
of the parsonage- house, or any glebe 
or other lands, or other property, 
if any, belonging to the parish; and 
on such terms and conditions as they 
*¢ may think reasonable and proper.” 
Here no difficulty stood in the way, 
with regard to the existence of the 
vacancy. It was not necessary to 
prove that this was created by the de- 
gradation of Mr. Dashiell—For by a 
provision of the act authorizing the 
building of St. Peter’s Church, the 
vestry were not authorized to agree 
with a minister for a longer term than 
one year’; and it was proved that their 
last agreement had expired on the fif- 
teenth of March preceding, and that 
no appointment was made. The sole 
question with the court then was, 
whether they had a right to command 
the fulfilment of a law of the state of 
Maryland. 

The case was argued by lawyers of 
great abilities and distinction ; and on 
account of its novelty and importance, 
it excited much interest. ‘The only 
argument urged against the granting 
of the mandamus was, that the vestry 
had a right to use their discretion as 
to the time of choosing a Rector, as 
no time was limited by law. ‘To this 
it was replied, that the discretion used 
must be a reasonable one, and not 
such as would defeat the object of the 
law. Of course Judge Nicholson de- 
cided in favour of the mandamus: 
but Judge Bland found the question 
“ so mingled and blended with spiri- 
“tual and religious considerations, 
‘$ that a civil tribunal conld not sepa- 
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“ rate them ; and therefore could have 
“no authority to interfere with the 
appointing or choosing of a minister 
“ at all.” As there was no other 
judge on the bench, the rule was dis- 
charged, and the business dropped. 
But so satisfactory was the decision 
of Judge Nicholson, and so generally 
admitted to be correct, that the point 
may be considered as settled. 

This was a case in which all deno- 
minations of Christians felt greatly 
interested, in as much as it involved 
the maintenance of rights and princi- 
ples, upon which all true religious 


liberty depends. And it being of 


‘much consequence that this business 


should be placed on a correct foun- 
dation, I must beg your attention to 
the following remarks : 

At the revolution, religious liberty 
was established, but it would appear 
that what was implied by true religious 
liberty was not sufficiently understood. 
The mere outlines of it are laid down 
in the bill of rights of this state. “ As 
“it is the duty of every man to wor- 
“ ship God, in such a manner as he 
“ thinks most acceptable to Him, all 
“ persons professing the Christian re- 
“ ligion are equally entitled to protec- 
“ tion in their religious liberty,” &c. 
This must mean, that all sects and 
denominations of Christians are per- 
fectly free to hold and maintain their 
religious tenets, to perform their re- 
ligious worship, to administer their 
religious ordinances, and to exercise 
their ecclesiastical government. This 
government is altogether of a spiri- 
tual nature, resting on religious mo- 
tives, and enforced by religious sanc- 
tions. 

It seems to have been admitted, 
that all religious denominations would 
maintain a regular system of ecclesi- 
astical polity. Hence the Protestant 
Episcopal Church is recognized as 
descending from the Church of Eng- 
land; and hence marriage is only 
permitted to be celebrated by minis- 
ters “ of the Church of England, mi- 
“ nisters dissenting from that Church, 
“or Romish Priests, appointed or 
* ordained according to the rites 
“and ceremonies of their respective 
“¢ Churches,” 
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Yet while all denominations are 
completely free and independent, as 
to their spiritual concerns, still as they 
are visible bodies requiring houses of 
worship, ministers and church officers, 
they miust possess property; and to 
hold and manage property, aid from 
the civil power is necessary. 

In states where religious freedom 
prevails, there are two ways of de- 
fraying the expenses of public worship, 
the one by levying contributions on 
the members of different denomina- 
tions in proportion to their property, 
the other by voluntary donations. In 
all cities, and in some other places, 
the pews of the churches are rented 
to defray all charges. But whatever 
mode be adopted, aid from the civil 
authority is necessary, even to compel 
the fulfilment of contracts as well as 
to carry into effect other regulations. 
Hence corporations have been esta- 
blished to manage the temporalities 
ef churches. Still this implies no 
interference with spiritual concerns. 
For no control is exercised over the 
faith, the forms of worship, or the 
ecclesiastical polity of any religious 
community. And in this way the most 
complete religious freedom is render- 
ed compatible with the state of human 
affairs. ‘The civil authority lends its 
aid in the management of temporali- 
ties, but neither influences the con- 
science nor the religious rights of any 
man or set of men. 

In such a state of things, courts of 
justice are as much bound to carry 
into effect the provisions of acts of 
incorporation, as they are to compel 
the execution of any laws whatever. 
And in dving this, they may act, and 
they must act in some cases, upon the 
facts being duly established, that par- 
ticular systems of ecclesiastical go- 
vernment existed, and that the rules 
of this government had been carried 
into effect. For instance, to recur to 
the case of marriage :—Were the vali- 
dity of a marriage questioned, it might 
be necessary to prove, that the minis- 
ter by whom it was solemnized was 
regularly ordained agreeably to the 
rules and ordinances of his church. 
And competent proof to that effect 
would surely be admitted. In like 
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manner, were any of our vestries te 
employ a minister who did not belong 
to the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
they would be justly liable to a civil 
process, and the court would act upon 
the fact being fully established, that 
such a minister was not episcopally 
ordained. In the state of Maryland 
this doctrine seems only to have gra- 
dually gained ground. The churches, 
chapels, glebes, and all other property, 
were secured to the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church for ever, by the bill of 
rights. This was a mere act of jus- 
tice as to the glebes, because most if 
not all of them had been given to the 
church by individuals. 

The glebes being secured, an act 
was passed in 1799 for the election of 
select vestries, and one of the pur- 
poses for which they were elected 
was the preservation and management 
of the glebes. 

In course of time, other denomina- 
tions began to feel the want of acts 
of incorporation, and several congre- 
gations applied for and obtained such 
acts. And the Episcopal Church hav- 
ing experienced the defects of the ves- 
try act, petitioned the assembly, and 
obtained a law more completely ade- 
quate to the management of the tem- 
poralities of the church. 

Applications, however, continuing 
to be made by various denominations 
for acts of incorporation, in the year 
1802 a general act was passed intend- 
ed to answer the purposes of all. 

These things taken together amount 
to an admission, that the most com- 
plete religious freedom is quite con- 
sistent with pewer lodged in bodies 
corporate to manage the temporalities 
of churches. And all the provisions 
of such acts ought and may be carri- 
ed into effect by the civil courts, with- 
out the smallest interference with the 
faith, institutions, or the ecclesiactical 
arrangement of any denomination of 
Christians. 

I have thus stated to you the real 
situation of our Church, that you may 
be so guarded as neither to claim pri- 
vileges that do not belong to us, or 
yield up rights to which we are clear- 
ly entitled. But while we contend 
that the most complete religious free- 
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dom is altogether compatible with full 
power to manage our temporalities, 
for my own part I am free to declare, 
that 1 wish no other aid from the se- 
eular arm. And I avail myself of 
this opportunity to announce to the 
world, that although I have been a 
member of the Conventions, and en- 
gaged in the business ef our Church 
almost since the revolution, I have 
never heard a wish expressed to ob- 
tain any aid from the civil power that 
was not strictly consistent with reli- 
gious liberty, or that we would wish 
should not be extended to all denomi- 
nations of Christians. 

The superiority in which we glory 
is of a different character: it consists 
in the conviction that our Church is a 
truly apostolic Church—possessing a 
hegitimate ministry—enjoying a litur- 
gy superior to any thing else in the 
Christian world—and maintaining a 
faith comprising all the prominent 
doctrines of divine revelation. 

To return to the case of St. Peter’s : 
On the Easter Monday succeeding, the 
Episcopalians came forward and elect- 
ed such a vestry as they believed would 
maintain their rights, and restore them 
to the union of the Church. This ves- 
try immediately declared their deter- 
mination to adhere to the Church, to 
acknowledge her authority, and sub- 
mit to her laws. They then elected 
the Rev. Mr. Henshaw as their Rec- 
tor, and thus, by the blessing of Al- 
mighty God, the peace and security 
of the Church are restored, her mem- 
bers act in concert and in harmony, 
as the servants of one great Master, 
engaged in the work of advancing his 
dominion, and saving the souls of their 
flocks. 

The committee appointed at the 
last meeting of the Convention to 
prepare and publish an address to the 
people of our communion on the sub- 
ject of raising funds for the support 
of missionaries, have published an ad- 
dress, and it remains with this Con- 
vention to arrange the business in 
such a manner as to carry into effect 
the object in view. 

In consequence of the indisposition 
of Bishop Claggett, and at his request, 
en the 17th day of Jume, 1816, in the 


city of Annapolis, I administered the 
holy rite of confirmation to eighteen 
persons. 

On the 28th of August I visited 
St. James’s, Anne-Arundel county, 
and confirmed six persons. And on 
the following day I held a confirma- 
tion in Allhallows, in the same county, 
when fourteen persons received this 
holy ordinance. 

As soon as I could again leave my 
charge in Baltimore, I visited St. 
George’s parish, in Harford county, 
administered the Lord’s Supper, and 
confirmed. Here nineteen persons 
were confirmed. On the same day, at 
Havre-de-Grace, 1 confirmed twelve 

ersons. 

On the third of November I visited 
Queen Anne parish, in Prince George’s 
county, and performed divine service 
in the parish church, and also in the 
chapel. In this parish I administered 
confirmation to seventy-one persons. 
During this month I visited the pa- 
rishes in Frederick and Washington 
counties. On the 15th day I held a 
confirmation at Hager’s-Town, when 
fifty-six persons were confirmed. And 
ou the day following I administred the 
same ordinance to eleven persons at 
William’s-Port. 

On the 17th I visited a church on 
the Maryland tract, and confirmed a 
hundred and fifty-one persons. And on 
the next day 1 confirmed thirty-one 
persons in the church at Frederick- 
Town. 

On the 22d of December I held 
a confirmation in St. Paul’s Church, 
in the city of Baltimore, where thir- 
ty-seven persons were confirmed. 

On the 28th of December I visited 
the Churches in Washington and 
George-Town. InSt. John’s, Wash- 
ington, I confirmed about thirty per- 
sons; and in St. John’s, George- 
Town, fifty-one. 

This spring I have visited the 
Churches in St. Mary’s county. In 
Chaptico Church, King and Queen 
parish, on the eleventh of April, I con- 
firmed eighty-three persons. On the 
day following I also confirmed twen- 
ty-eight persons in St. Andrew’s 
Church, St. Andrew’s parish. I then 
proceeded to William and Mary pa- 
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rish, where I confirmed thirty-three 
ersons in the chapel, and thirty-eight 
in the parish Church. On my return, 
I held a confirmation in All-Faith 
Church, All-Faith parish, where thir- 
ty-seven persons were confirmed, And 
I closed my visitation by performing 
the same office next day in Trinity 
parish, Charles county, to fifty-nine 
persons. Thus, since the last Con- 
vention, I have admitted into full 
membership in our holy Church, 
about seven hundred persons. ‘To 
supply in some measure the want of 
ministers, I have licensed several lay 
readers. I licensed Mr. Daniel Mur- 
ray to act as a lay reader in St. 
James’s parish, Anne- Arundel county ; 
and after the death of the Right Rev. 
Bishop Claggett, I granted a license 
to Mr. Richard West to read in the 
Church of Upper-Marlborough. This 
Church is now supplied with a minis- 
ter. 

In consequence of an application 
from the vestry of Addison Chapel, I 
granted a license to Dr. Hanson to of- 
ficiate as a lay reader in that chapel. 
But I am informed that the Rev. Mr. 
Addison is about to bestow some part 
of his time upon that congregation. 
I also licensed Mr. Charles Mann, a 
candidate for holy orders, to read in 
some of the Churches in the neigh- 
bourhood of Frederick-Town. 

During an indisposition of the Rev. 
Mr. Addison, the vestry of his parish 
applied to me to grant a license to 
Mr. F. Key to read in their Church. 
Mr. Addison is now restored to 
health ; and besides, an assistant has 
been given him. 

A few weeks ago I received an ap- 
plication from the vestry of St. Anne’s 
parish, in Annapolis, to grant a li- 
cense to Mr. Alexander C. Magruder, 
to act. as a lay-reader in a corner of 
that parish, where they were about to 
build a chapel. This license J conse- 
quently granted. 

During the last year I have conse- 
crated to the service of Almighty God, 
three Churches, one in St. Mary’s 
county, one in the city of Washing- 
ton, and one in Baltimore. The 
Church in St. Mary’s, which is Chap- 
tieo Cherch. is net new, but has been 
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lately repaired, and it seems was ne- 
ver consecrated. The Church in 
Washington is a new Church, and is 
a very neat and commodious building, 
although small. The Church in Bal- 
timore is a parish Church, in St. 
Paul’s parish, and is perhaps the 
largest and most elegant building of 
the kind in the United States, 

Since the last Convention, I admit- 
ted the Rev. Mr. Shaw, and the Rev. 
Mr. Brown, to the Holy Order of 
Priests. The latter gentleman has 
since closed his ministry here on 
earth. 

I have great pleasure in announcing 
to this Convention, that during last 
year we have received a considerable 
number of valuable ministers into this 
Diocess. ‘The Rev. Mr. Brady, from 
the Diocess of New-York, has settled 
in St. Mary’s county ; the Rev. Mr. 
Williston, from the same Diocess, has 
succeeded Bishop Claggett in his pa- 
rish in Prince-George’s county ; the 
Rev. Mr. Hawley, from Virginia, 
is now Rector of St. John’s, Wash- 
ington. The Rev. Mr. Keith has 
been lately ordained by Bishop Moore, 
and is now assistant minister in 
George-Town. The Rev. Mr. Barry 
has lately settled in the city of Balti- 
more, and established an academy, 
which promises great and lasting 4d- 
vantages to that city, in the important 
depariment of education. The Rev. 
Mr. Joab G. Cooper, from the East- 
ern Diocess, who has been appointed 
President of Washington College, 
officiates in St. Paul’s parish. The 
Rev. Mr. Bulkley has removed from 
the Diocess of Connecticut to St. 
Paul’s, Queen-Anne’s county; and 
the Rev. Mr. Henshaw, from the Di- 
cess of New-York, has been elected 
Rector of St. Peter’s, Baltimore. 

Notwithstanding this considerable 
addition to our number, there are still 
a good many vacant parishes; and I 
must repeat my request to my rever- 
end brethren, to encourage young 
men of piety and talents to enter in- 
to the ministry. 

Applications will at this time be 
laid before the Standing Committee, 
from several young gentlemen, to be 
admitted as Candidates for holy ors 
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ders. This is a source of great gra- 
tification ; and while it yields a proof 
of the superintending care of the Di- 
vine Head of our Church, it must de- 
mand our gratitude and praise. 

Having lately returned from the 
General Convention, I have great 
pleasure in announcing to this body, 
the rising condition of our Church in 
almost every quarter. In the western 
states, in particular, the people are 
panting for the word of God, and the 
ministrations of Gospel ministers. 
And the means that have been adopt- 
ed, promise, with the divine blessing, 
a rich harvest in that infant quarter of 
our country. 

These things, my reverend brethren, 
are sufficient to fill our hearts with 
praise to the Lord of the Christian 
Church—to animate our courage and 
invigorate our exertions—to induce 
us to spend all our strength, till we 
carry the joyful tidings of salvation 
to the wilderness and the solitary 
places—till the dominion of Christ ex- 
tend from sea to sea 


My Brethren of the Laity, 


There is one point to which I must 
beg leave to call your attention in a 
particular manner. From the view 
of things at the present time, no doubt 
remains on my mind, but we shall be 
able to obtain a sufficient supply of 
ministers to fill our parishes, and raise 
our Church, if suitable exertions be 
made to support them. This then is 
an object to which you ought not only 
to devote your attention, but on which 
you ought to exert all your influence. 
At this period, the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church in North-America engages 
much of the attention of mankind. 
Maintaining her character for purity 
of doctrine—preserving her worship 
from the wild and enthusiastic flights 
of the human imagination, and at the 
same time enjoying a service into 
which the true spirit of gospel piety 
is infused—upholding a system of go- 
vernment whose foundation was laid 
by a divine hand—she yields a holy 
and peaceful sanctuary for correct 
and pious Christians. Let this fa- 
vourable period be ardently embraced 
hy both clergy and laity, to repair the 
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waste places in our Christian Zion; 
and to extend her boundaries from 
the rivers to the ends of the earth. 
And to our exertions let us always 
add our prayers, that God, by his holy 
Spirit, would infuse imto the hearts of 
her members, an ardent zeal for her 
cause, that she may be a repository of 
peace and salvation to the souls of 
men. 


—_——— 





Proceedings of the late General Con- 
vention, extracted from the Journal 
of the House of Bishops. 


(Contiuued from page 205.) 


Tuesday, May 27. 

Resolved, that the following be en- 
tered on the Journal of this House, 
and be sent to the House of Clerical 
and Lay Deputies, to be read there- 
in:— 

The House of Bishops, solicitous 
for the preservation of the purity of 
of the Church, and the piety of its 
members, are induced to impress upon 
the clergy the important duty, with a 
discreet but earnest zeal, of warning 
the people of their respective cures, 
of the danger of an indulgence in 
those worldly pleasures which may 
tend to withdraw the affections from 
spiritual things. And especially on 
the subject of gaming. of armusements 
involving cruelty to the brute creation, 
and of theatrical representations, to 
which some peculiar circumstances 
have called their attention,—they do 
not hesitate to express their unanimous 
opinion, that these amusements, as 
well from their licentious tendency, 
as from the strong temptations to vice 
which they afford, ought not to be fre- 
quented. And the Bishops cannot re- 
frain from expressing their deep regret 
at the information that in some of our 
large cities, so little respect is paid to 
the feelings of the members of the 
Church, that theatrical representa- 
tions are fixed for the evenings of her 
most solemn festivals. 

The following extract from the 
Journal of the House of Clerical and 
Lay Deputies was received by this 
House, and read :— 

‘ Resolved, that the Right Rev. the 
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"© House of Bishops be respectfully 
© requested to designate and establish 
« some specific edition of the Old and 
“ New Testaments, without note or 
‘ eomment, to be considered as the 
“ authentic version or standard by 
‘ which the genuineness of all copies 
“‘ of the Holy Scriptures used by the 
* members of this Church, is to be as- 
* certained ; thereby, to secure them 
“ against perversions, and the people 
of our communion from error, ei- 
« ther in discipline or doctrine.” 

Whereupon, the following resolu- 
tion was adopted, and ordered to be 
sent to the House of Clerical and Lay 
Deputies. 

The House of Bishops, deeming 
the fulfilment of the request of the 
House of Clerical and Lay Deputies, 
on the subject of an authentic version 
of the Holy Bible, a matter requiring 
very serious attention and delibera- 
tion, resolve, that its members will 
give such attention and deliberation 
to the subject, previously to the next 
meeting of the General Convention, 
and report at the said meeting 


CANONS 
PASSED IN GENERAL CONVENTION, 1817. 
A Canon to govern in the Case of a 


Minister declaring that he will no 
longer be a Minister of this Church. 


If any minister of this Church shall 
declare to the Bishop of the Diocess 
to which he belongs, or to any Eccle- 
siastical authority for the trial of cler- 
gymen, or, where there is no Bishop, 
to the Standing Committee, his re- 
nunciation of the ministry, and his 
design not to officiate in future in any 
of the offices thereof; it shall be the 
duty of the Bishop, or, where there is 
no Bishop, of the Standing Commit- 
tee, to record the declaration so made. 
And it shall be the duty of the Bishop 
to admonish or to suspend him, and to 
pronounce and record, in the presence 
of two or three clergymen, that the 
person so declaring has been admonish- 
ed, or suspended, or displaced from his 
«rade of the ministry in this Church. 
in any Diocess in which there is no 
Bishop, the same sentence may be pro- 
nounced by the Bishop of any other 
Prctess,invited hy the Standing Com- 


mittee to attend for that purpose. In 
the case of displacing from the minis- 
try as above provided for, it shall be 
the duty of the Bishop to give notice 
thereof to every Bishop of this Church, 
and to the Standing Committee in 
every Diocess wherein there is no 
Bishop. 


A Canon for carrying into Effect the 
Design of the second Rubric before 
the Communion Service. 


There being the provision in the 
second Rubric before the Communion 
Service, requiring that every minister 
repelling from the Communion, shall 
give an account of the same to the 
Ordinary ; it is hereby provided, that 
on the information to the effect stated 
being laid before the Ordinary, that is, 
the Bishop, it shall not be his duty to 
institute an inquiry, unless there be 
complaint made to him in writing by 
the expelled party. But on receiving 
complaint, it shall be the duty of the 
Bishop to institute an inquiry, as may 
be directed by the Canons of the Di- 
ocess in which the event has taken 

lace. And the notice given as above 

y the minister shall be a sufficient 
presentation of the party expelled, for 
the purpose of trial. 


-——__—______| 


Minutes of the Proceedings of the 
Clergy and Lay Delegates of the 
Protestant Episcopal Churches of 
North-Carolina, convened by ap- 
pointment, this 24th day of Apri, 
1817, in Christ Church, in the 
Zown of Newbern. 


PRESENT, 

The Rev. Bethel Judd, Rector of 
St. John’s Church, Fayetteville ; the 
Rev. J. Curtis Clay, Rector of Christ 
Church, Newbern; the Rev. Adam 
Empie, Rector of St. James’s, Church 
Wilmington ; John Stanley, and John 
S. West, Esquires, Delegates from 
Christ Church, Newbern; Jolm 
Winslow, Esq. Delegate from St. 
John’s Church, Fayetteville ; Josiah 
Collins, jun. Esq. Representative 
from St. Paul’s Church, Edenton ; 
John R. London, and MarsdenCampe 
bell, Esqnires, Delegates from ®t. 
James’s Church, Wilmington. 
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On motion, the Rev. Mr. Judd was 
appointed Chairman; and the Rev. 
Mr. Empie, Secretary. 

On motion, Resolved, that the Rev. 
Mr. Clay be requested to perform 
Divine Service, and the Rev. Mr. 
Judd to deliver a Sermon this fore- 
noon. 

On motion, Resolved, that the Rev. 
Mr. Judd, the Rev. Mr. Clay, and 
the Rev. Mr. Empie, together with 
Mr. John Stanley, and Mr. John R. 
London, be appointed a Committee, 
to draw up and present to this meet- 
ing, a Constitution of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church of this state. 

Adjourned until one o’clock. 


Divine service having been per- 
formed, the Clergy and Lay Dele- 
gates convened according to adjourn- 
ment ; and the Committee presented 
the following 


CONSTITUTION. 

Articte I. The Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in this state accedes to, 
recognizes, and adopts, the general 
Constitution of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church of the United States ; 
and acknowledges its authority ac- 
cordingly. 

Art. LI. There shall be an annual 
Convention of this Church, on the 
second Thursday after Easter, at such 
place as shall be fixed by each pre- 
ceding Convention. | 

Art. III. The Convention shall be 
composed of such regularly ordained 
ministers as are settled in this state— 
of such as are employed as professors 
er instructors of youth in incorpo- 
rated semimaries—of such as are mis- 
sionaries of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church—and of one or more Lay 
Delegates, for each Church, chosen 
by the vestry or congregation thereof. 

Art. [V. Every Convention shall 
be opened with prayer and a sermon ; 
and the preacher shall be nominated 
by the ecclesiastical authority of the 
Church. 

Arr. V. A President shall be an- 
nually appointed, who shall preside in 
all meetings of the Convention, ex- 
eept when a Bishop shall be present, 
who shall, ex officio, be President of 
said Convention. 


Arr. VI. A Secretary shall be an- 
nually chosen, whose duty it shall be 
to keep a record of the proceedings, 
and to give due notice to each minis- 
ter and vestry of the time and place 
of the next meeting of the Conven- 
tion. 

Arr. VII. A Standing Committees 
shall be annually chosen, of not less 
than three, or more than seven, per- 
sons ; who shall have power to admit 
candidates for the ministry ; and, un- 
til a Bishop shall have been appoint- 
ed, to examine the testimonials of 
foreign clergymen, to call special 
meetings of the Convention, and to 
transact all such other business as 
they are empowered to do by the 
Constitution and Canons of the Ge- 
neral Convention. 

Art. VILL. In all matters which: 
shall come before the Convention, 
the Clergy and Laity shall deliberate 
in one body; and in voting, the Cler- 
gy shall vote by individuals, and the 
Laity by congregations. But if in 
any case it be required by two votes, 
the two orders shall vote separately ; 
and a concurrence shall be necessary 
to constitute a decision. 

Arr. IX. The election of a Bishop 
of this Diocess shall be made in Con- 
vention, in the following manner : 
The order of the Clergy shall nomi- 
wate and appoint, by ballot, some fit 
and qualified Clergyman for that of- 
fice—and if this appointment be ap- 
proved of by the Lay order, he shall 


be declared duly elected. In the” 


above mentioned nomination and ap- 
pointment, 2 majority of each order 
shall determine the choice ; provided 
that two thirds of all the Clergy en- 
titled to votes be present, and two 
thirds of all the congregations entitled 
to votes be represented; otherwise 
two thirds of the votes of each order 
shall be necessary to determine the 
choice. 

Arr. X. This Constitution may be 
altered or amended by a concurrent 
vote of two thirds of the attending 
members, at any annual meeting of 
the Convention. 

(Signed) 
BETHEL JUDD, Rector of St. John’s 

Church, Fayctteville. 
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ADAM EMPIE, Rector of St, James’s 
Church, Wilmington. 

J.CURTIS CLAY, Ktector of Christ Church, 
Newbern. 

JOHN WINSLOW, Lay Delegate from St. 
John’s Church, Fayetteville. 

MARSDEN CAMPBELL, i Lay Dele- 

JOHN R. LONDON, gates from 
St. James’s Church, Wilmington. 

JOUN STANLEY, 2? Lay Delegates from 

JOHN S. WEST, § Christ Church, New- 
bern. 

JOSIAH COLLINS, jun. Representative 
from St. Paul’s Church, Edenton. 


The preceding Constitution having 
been unanimously adopted and signed, 
the Rev. Mr. Judd was duly elected 
President, and the Rev. Mr. Empie, 
Secretary, for the ensuing year. The 
following gentlemen were chosen al- 
so to compose the Standing Commit- 
tee—of the Clergy, the Rev. Mr. 
Judd, Mr. Clay, and Mr. Empie ; 
amd of the Laity, Messrs. John 8. 
West, of Newbern; John Winslow, 
of Fayetteville: John B. Blount, of 
Edenton ; and Marsden Campbell, of 
Wilmington. 

On motion, Resolved, that a copy 
of the Constitution now adopted, to- 
ae with the proceedings of this 

Jonvention, be, by the Secretary, 
certified to the General Convention 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
of the United States, with a request, 
that, agreeably to the fifth article of 
the Constitution, the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in this state may be re- 
cognized and admitted to representa- 
tion. 

Resolved, that the Right Rev. R. 
C. Moore, the Bishop of Virginia, be 
invited to visit and perform the Epis- 
copal offices in this state, agreeably to 
the 20th Canon of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church of the United 
States. 

Resolved, that the President of the 
Convention present this invitation to 
the Right Rev. Bishop Moore, toge- 
ther with a copy of the Constitution 
and proceedings of the Convention. 

Resolved, that the Rev. Mr. Judd 
and Mr. Moses Jarvis, of Newbern, 
be appointed Delegates to the ensuing 
General Convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church of the United 
States 


Resolved, that the next Annual 
Convention be holden at Fayetteville. 
Adjourned until 4 o’clock. 


Met pursuant to adjournment. The 
preceding minutes were read and ap- 
proved. 

On motion, Resolved, that the Se- 
cretary cause 200 copies of the Con- 
stitution to be printed, and that he 
distribute the same, equally, among 
the congregations here represented. 

Resolved, that it is expedient that 
the Rectors of the several Churches 
cause an annual collection, in their 
respective Churches, for the support 
of a Missionary in this state ; and that 
the same be a fund subject to the or- 
der of the Convention. 

Resolved, that the Rev. Mr. Clay 
be a Committee, to select or to draw 
up such canons as he may deem most 
expedient, and to report the same to 
the next Convention. 

(Signed) 
BETHEL JUDD, 
President of the Convention 
Atiested, 
Avam Empie, Secretary. 








Novelty and Ostentation in Religious 
Institutions. 


AN EXTRACT. 


There is, in the religious fervour 
of the present day, a predisposition to 
favour novelty,—publicity, and what 
may be termed congregational sanc- 
tity, and collective beneficence. Old 
institutions, whether religious or cha- 
ritable, have had somewhat of disre- 
pute annexed to them, simply because 
they are old. They are said, on this 
account, to have become inert and su- 
pine ; but the life of associated bodies 
depends upon the accession and acti- 
vity of their members ; and do not the 
Seceders, who utter these accusations, 
contribute to the supineness which 
they condemn? Our Saviour was not 
the patronizer of novelties; he ever 
preferred purifying and re-edifying 
what was old. The moral law of 
Moses was the text book, to which his 
sermon on the Mount supplied a lucid 
and spiritual commentary; and the 
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sacraments which he instituted, as 
pledges of his disciples abiding in Him, 
were, as we have already seen, Jewish 
eustoms spiritualized by his adoption. 

Combined with this love of novelty, 
we are concerned to observe a passion 
for notoriety, which is indeed essen- 
tial to the propagation of new systems 
and associations, whose necessity and 
importance must be pressed upon pub- 
lic attention; and this sometimes in 
a manner, that gives an air of quack- 
ary to the scheme, especially if com- 
bined, as is too often the case, with 
insinuations that are prejudicial to a 
prior establishment. That parental 
partiality which we all feel to projects 
either of our forming, or to whose de- 
velopement we have largely coutri- 
buted, inclines us, when success 
crowns the undertaking, to burst forth 
in a strain of felicitous gratulation ; 
and we have lately seen it in the ora- 
torical effusions of public bodies, tres- 
passing on a style of encomium which, 
if not irreverent towards God, shocks 
the modesty of Christian diffidence. 
Do these eloquent advecates recollect, 
that in the superlative praise they be- 
stow upon any public body of which 
they are themselves active agents, the 
impugners of their labours must dis- 
cover more of vanity than judgment ? 
If the work in which they so ardently 
engage be really useful, will it not 
stand on the firm foundation of a plain 
report, and the attestation of fact, 
without their assimilating, (doubtless 
in the unweighed rapidity of rhetorical 
embellishirent) the activity of unin- 
spired men, with the patient suffer- 
ines of the blessed apostles ? 

Has religion no existing obligations, 
binding us to charity, piety, social 
kindness, and zeal for God’s glory, in 
our individual capacities, that we are 
thus eager to take upon ourselves so 
many new covenants ? 

It is greatly to be feared, that, com- 
bined with a desire of doing good, a 
passion for distinction, a consequential 
dictatoria! humour, satiety of home, 
and inattention to the quiet routine of 
domestic duty, have assisted to engen- 
der many institutions, which court po- 
pularity with somewhat of empirical 
pretensions to preference. 
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We are apt to mistake the impulse 
of vanity for a call to activity; and 
to suppose ourselves influenced by a 
zeal tor God’s glory, while we only 
pant for flattery and renown. A - 
steady and quiet pursuit of our duty, 
in our domestic, social, and civil capa- 
cities, weuld subdue this interfering 
propensity. Nor let us lament, if our 
power of correcting evil, and diffusing 
virtue and happiness, be limited to 
our own families; but rather rejoice 
in the safety of such privacy ; and re- 
member, that the aggregate of many 
well ordered homes constitutes a mo- 
ral and flourishing community. 


——— 
RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE, 


New-Jenssy. 


On Thursday, Ist of May last, the 
Right Rev. Bishop Croes visited the con- 
gregation of Trinity Church, Newark, 
and administered the holy rite of Confir. 
mation to 37 persons. Divine service was 
performed by the Rev. Mr. Bayard, and 
an appropriate discourse delivered by the 

tev. Mr. Rudd. 

In a late visitation of the Churches in 
the southern part of the Diocess of New- 
Jersey, the Right Rev. Bishop Croes held 
an ordination in Trinity Church, at Swedes- 
borough, on the first Sunday after Trini- 
ty, (Jeane 8th,) at which Mr. Samuel 
Creighton Strattori was admitted to the 
holy order of Deacons. Divine service was 
performed on the occasion by the Rev. 
Simon Wilmer, Rector of said Church, 
and a sermon delivered by the Rev. George 
Y. Morehouse, Rector of St. Andrew’s 
Church, Mount-Holly. The Bishop also 
delivered discourses in the above named” 
Church, on Saturday, the 7th, and Thurs. 
day, the 12th days of June. In the course 
of his tour, he likewise visited and offi- 
ciated at St. Stephen’s Church, Mullica’s. 
Hill, on Thursday, the 5th; St. Thomas’s, 
Glassborough, on Friday, the 6th; St. 
John’s, Salem, on Wednesday, the 11th; 
St. George’s, Penn’s-Neck, on Thursday, 
the 12th; St. Peter’s, Berkeley, on Fri- 
day, the 13th; St. Andrew’s, Mount-Holly, 
on Sunday, the 15th; St. Mary’s, Cole’s- 
Town, on Monday, the 16th; St, Mary’s, 
Burlington, on Tuesday, the 17th; and 
St. Michael’s, Trenton, on Wednesday, the 
18th day of June; to respectable and at- 
tentive congregations. 

On Tuesday, June 24, being the festi- 
val of St.John the Baptist, the Right 
Rev. Bishop Croes visited the congrega- 
tion of St. Peter’s Church, Spotswood, 
for a long time vacant. In the morning, 
divine service was performed by the Rer. 














en 


ee 

















22 Laie Publications in England. 


James Chapman, Rector of St. Peter’s 
Church, Perth-Amboy, and a sermon, 
adapted to the occasion, was preached by 
the Rev. John C. Rudd, Rector of St. 
John’s Church, Elizabeth-lown, to a 
erowded and attentive audience; after 
which the apostolic rite of Confirmation 
was administered by the Bishop to 37 
persons. In the afternoon divine service 
was performed by the Rey. Lewis P. Bay- 
ard, Rector of Trinity Church, Newark, 
and a sermon preached by the Rev. Mr. 
Chapman. 

The high degree of interest and plea- 
sure manifested by the people of this con- 
gregation in the exercises of the day, and 
their gratitude for this first opportunity 
ef receiving. Confirmation, furnish the 
most gratitying proof of the increasing 
zeal of Episcopalians here, and justify 
the expectation that this congregation, for 
a long time ‘in a depressed state, will, at 
no distant day, become a flourishing sec- 
tion of the Church. 

Wednesday, 25, Bishop Croes proceed- 

ed with several of his Presbyters to Christ 
Church, Shrewsbury, for the purpose of 
attending a meeting of the Directors of 
he Episcopal Society. Divine service 
was performed by the Rev. Mr. Rudd, and 
an appropriate sermon preached by the 
Rev. Mr. Bayard. After divine service the 
Board of Directors held their seventh 
annual meeting. 

It must be gratifying to Episcopalians, 
especially in New-Jersey, to observe the 
unexpected progress of this institution. 
From the smallest beginnings it has risen 
into a degree of consequence and useful- 
ness which its most sanguine friends ne- 
ver anticipated. This society has receiv- 
ed with gratitude very important aid from 
the Female Bible and Common Prayer 
Rook Societies of Newark and Elizabeth- 
Town, and from the ladies in the city of 
New-Brunswick. In addition to these 
auxiliaries, it is gratifying to notice an- 
other, just organized, denominated “ The 
Female Episcopal Society of Shrewsbury 
and Middletown, for the Promotion of 
€hristian Knowledge and Piety.” 

The Churchmen of New-Jersey, for ma- 
ny years desponding under the numerous 
discouragements which have surrounded 
them, caunot but contemplate with affec- 
tion and thanksgiving to the great Head 
ef the Church, the blessings which have 
lately attended their Communion, espe- 
cially in the attainment of the Episcopate, 
and the advantages which are evidently 
resulting from the affectionate and pru- 
dent atientions of their worthy Diocesan. 

‘rom the organization of the Episcopal 
Society, there have been distributed 176 
Bibles; 570 Prayer Books, and about 
00 religious Tracts, and the Society has 
a permanent fund in a state of gradual 
augmentation, amounting to about ¥ 600. 
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The object of this fund is to afford aid 
to young men of piety and talents, whe 
may need assistance in their preparations 
for the ministry. 


be 





WORKES IN THE PRESS IN GREAT-BRITAIYN,. 


Dr. Montucci has in the press, an Ac- 
count of the Rev. Robert Morrison’s 
Chinese Dictionary, and of his own. It 
will form a quarto volume, containing 
about 200 pages, on superfine vellum pa- 
per, with above a thousand engraved 
Chinese Characters. 

In the press, a Theological Inquiry into 
the Sacrament of Baptism, and the Nature 
of Baptismal Regeneration, in five dis- 
courses, preached before the University of 
Cambridge, April, 1817. By the Rev. C. 
Benson, A. M. 

The Author of the Antidote to the Mi- 
series of Human Life, has in the press, a 
work entitled, Celebs deceived. 

The Clerical Gide, or Ecclesiastical 
Directory, containing a register of the 
dignitaries of the Church, and a list of aH 
the benefices in Engiand and Wales, is in 
the press. 


LATE PUBLICATIONS IN ENGLAND. 


Parochial Instruction ; or, Sermons de--. 
livered from the Pulpit, at different times, 
in the course of thirty Years. By James 

Sean, M. A. one of the Librarians of the 
British Museum, and Assistant Minister 
of Welbeck Chapel, St. Mary-le-bone. 8vo. 

Fitty-two Lectures on the Catechism of 
the Church of England: to which are 
added, three Introductory Discourses on 
the Subject, addressed to the Inhabitants 
of the Parish of Hinxworth, Herts. Dedi- 
cated, by permission, to the Right Rev. 
Bowyer Edward, Lord Bishop of Ely. By 
the Kev. Sir Adam Gordon, Bart. M. A. 
late of Christ Church, Oxford, Rector of 
West Tilbury, Essex, Prebendary of Bris- 
tol, &c. 3 vols. 8vo. 

The Fulfilment of Prophecy further 
illustrated by the Signs of the Times; or, 
an Attempt to ascertain the probable 
Issues of the recent Restoration of the 
Old Dynasties; of the Revival of Popery ; 
and of the present Mental Ferment in 
Europe; as likewise, how far Great-Bri- 
tain is likely to share in the Calamities by 
which Divine Providence will accom- 
plish the final Overthrow of the Kingdoms 
of the Roman Monarchy. By J. Bicheno, 
M. A. 8vo. 








Printed and published by IT. & J. Swoxps, 
No. 160 Pearl-street, New-York; where 
Subscriptions for this Work will be re- 
ceived, at one dollar per annum, or 24 
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We deem no apology necessary for oc- 
cupying a considerable portion of the 
present number of the Journal with the 
following Charge, a review of which was 
inserted in a preceding number. It de- 
lineates and enforces, in a style distin- 
guished by simplicity and dignity, several 
important principles of ecclesiastical 
polity, and duties of the clerical office. 
And the application, which is made with 
so much prudence, mildness, and zeal, of 
these principles and duties to the situa- 
tion of the Church in British India, gives 
additional interest to the Charge. Much 
is to be expected from the labours in 
India of such a Bishop as Dr. Middleton. 


A Crarce delivered to the Clergy of 
the Diocess of Calcutta, at Calcutta 
the 7th December, 1815; at Madras 
the 11th January, and at Bombay 
the 13th June, 1816; at the Primary 
Visitation, by T. F. Mivperon, 
D.D. F.R.S. Lord Bishop of Cal- 
cuita. 


My Reverenp BreTuren, 


Tue occasion of your being now 
assembled is not unimportant in the 
annals of the Christian Faith. The 
day has at length arrived, when the 
purest and most powerful of Pro- 
testant Churches is completely esta- 
blished in a vast region of Asia; her 
Clergy, hitherto a small number of 
detached individuals, acting without 
concert, and not subject to any local 
superintendence, are henceforward 
members of a compacted body, and 
united under the regimen which 
every where prevailed in the primi- 
tive ages of the Gospel: from the 
first planting of Christian Churches 
by the preaching of the Apostles, till 
we reach the period of modern Inno- 
vation or Neglect, wherever there 
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were Christians, there were Clergy to 
instruct them; and wherever there 
were Clergy, a Bishop was placed 
among them, to advise, to encourage, 
to admonish, to preserve Unity of 
Faith and Worship, and to perpetuate 
a Holy Priesthood. It is superfluous 
to inquire to what causes we should 
impute, in the present instance, the 
delay of a measure so consonant with 
Christian practice, and of such obvious 
utility : our immediate concern will 
be rather to consider, now that the 
deficiency no longer subsists, in what 
way we- may give effect to the im- 
portant purposes which the Legisla- 
ture contemplated, when it made pro- 
vision for an Episcopal Establishment 
in British India. 

I am fully aware, that in proceed. 
ing to the gonsideration of these 
points, I am entering upon a subject. 
of no common difficulty: Iam deeply 
sensible of the difference which sub- 
sists between the condition of Christi- 
anity in these regions, and the order 
and stability which it has long at- 
tained in England: I am teady to 
admit, that the duties of the Clergy 
are here to be performed in circum- 
stances somewhat peculiar; that the 
public feeling is to be considered and 
conciliated ; and that the suggestions 
of Christian prudence no where re- 
quire to be observed with stricter 
care: but the inferences which arise 
from this state of things, must be 
drawn with discrimination, or they 
will lead to consequences which, in- 
stead of removing our difficulties, 
could only tend to increase them, 
You are not to infer, where an object 
is definite, and legitimate, and accom. 
panied, as we cannot doubt, with 
God’s blessing, that impediments, 
however formidable in the ontset, 
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can in their nature be permanent: it 
would be wrong to infer, that schemes 
of improvement are not to be prose- 
cuted with ardour, because hitherto 
they have been scarcely thought of, 
or under every disadvantage have 
failed ; and admitting the existence 
of difficulties to the utmost extent, I 
will venture to remind you, that the 
just conclusion is the necessity of a 
ready and conscientious co-operation 
under one Head; upon whom, after 
all, (and I feel it to be no light re- 
sponsibility) the blame of failure must 
principally rest. And when we re- 
collect, that those who have been 
most forward to allege the peculiar 
circumstances of this country as ar- 
guments against improvement, have 
usually been persons not remarkable 
for their attachment to the Christian 
cause, I trust that the last to insist 
upon impediments, and to shelter 
themselves behind anomalies, wiil be 
the English Clergy. We have no 
natural impediments to contend 
against, but the manners and habits 
incidenta? to an enervating climate: 
and yet there is no region on the 
earth, where the religion of Jesus, if 
due care be taken to plant and to 
water it, will not flourish. The most 
dissipated city of the East became 
one of the earliest and most distin- 
guished seats of the Gospel. We 
know that ** the disciples were called 
Christians first at Antioch ;”* and that 
a branch of the Church of Antioch 
has subsisted for centuries, under 
every discouragement, amidst the 
mountains of Malabar. 

An unavoidable delay in the pro- 
mulgation, by the Supreme Govern- 
ment, of his Majesty’s Letters Patent, 
has induced me to postpone, for soe 
long a period, the exercise of certain 
powers vested in the Bishop, and es- 
pecially the very important measure 
ef Licensing my Clergy. The new 
system, however, is now in full force ; 
and Lam enabled to inform you, in 
what light you are henceforward to 
consider yourselves, as well as to ai- 
ford you a sketch of some particular 
obligations. 





* Acts, xi. 26. 
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I wish that I could announce te 
you, that you were in all respects 
placed upon the footing of Parochial 
Incumbents ; that each of you was to 
have his Parish Church, to which he 
was to be regularly instituted and in- 
ducted, and that he was to be assisted 
in the superintendence of his flock by 
Church-wardens and Overseers, as 
the Parochial Clergy are in England. 
In time, nd doubt, beneficial changes 
will be gradually introduced : for the 
present, however, you are required to 
make the best of the circumstances 
in which you are actually placed ; 
and they are such as to justify the ex- 
pectation of your discharging the du- 
ties of Clergymen with a high degree 
of usefulness and effect. You are 
many of you still, by the nature of 
your duties, Military Chaplains; but 
by no means subject to all the incon- 
veniences which the name seems to 
imply. You are placed completely 
and exclusively under Ecclesiastical 
Jurisdiction: you have fixed and per- 
manent stations, to which you are 
henceforward to be nominated by my- 
self; and your correspondence on all 
Ecclesiastical matters will be carried 
on with myself or my Archdeacons: 
the rules prescribed for the regulation 
of your conduct will be precisely the 
same, except where local circum- 
stances render it impracticable, with 
those which subsist at home: my 
Letters Patent direct me to adminis- 
ter the Ecclesiastical Laws, as they 
are received in the Realm of Eng- 
land: and they evidently contemplate 
no other discipline than that under 
which our Church has been favoured 
withsuch manifestations of the Divine 
Blessing, and still continues, notwith- 
standing the cavils of bigotted or ig- 
norant men, to be the great depository 
of scriptural knowledge and sacred 
truth, and, under Christ, the main 
support of Christian piety throughout 
the world. 

It is needless, I trust, in any cir- 
cumstances, to employ much time in 
reminding Clergymen of the obliga- 
tions which they contracted, when 
they sclemnly devoted themselves te 
their Holy Calling ; to bring to their 
recollection, that they promised, by 
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the help of God, to “ give faithful di- 
jigence always so to minister the Doc- 
trine and Sacraments, and the Disci- 
pline of Christ, as the Lord hath com- 
manded, and as this Church and 
Realm hath received the same:’* and 
that “in the public worship of God 
they will use the form prescribed in 
the Book of Common Prayer, and 
none other :’+ anengagement, which 
precludes addition, and omission, and 
every alteration whatever. And yet, 
perhaps, in the peculiar circumstances 
attending the situation of the Clerg 
in this country, one great danger, to 
which they have been exposed, has 
been that, of falling into habitual neg- 
lect of canonical regularity: some 
practices of this kind have, in truth, 
come to my knowledge, of which, in 
the reliance that they will not be per- 
sisted in, I would much rather sug- 
gest the excuse, than pronounce the 
censure. Iam ready to admit, that 
the Clergy have hitherto been placed 
in a condition by no means favourable 
to the correct and regular perform- 
ance of their duties. It is doubtless 
a high advantage enjoyed by your 
brethren in England, that their atten- 
tion is so frequently drawn to every 
topic connected with their profession. 
Episcopal and Archidiaconal Visita- 
tions afford the means of instruction 
and advice, as well as of a ready and 
frequent intercourse among the Cler- 
gy of the same district: the example 
of an Incumbent of revered character 
and approved judgment silently yet 
poston operates on his younger 
rethren, who are placed in his im- 
mediate neighbourhood: and occa- 
sionally, the penalties inflicted on the 
grosser derelictions of duty, and some- 
times even on the omission of forms, 
will not suffer any to fall into a gene- 
ral inattention to subjects of this na- 
ture. In the utter absence of these 
helps and restraints, it cannot be mat- 
ter of surprise, if uncanonical prac- 
tices have sometimes been admitted ; 
especially in a country where the 
Laity themselves, little conversant 
with such subjects, have not exacted 
from the Clergy the same attention 





* Ordination of Priests. + S6th Cangn, 
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to established order which is gene- 
rally expected at home. These con- 
siderations seem todemand, especially 
at this our first neeting, that l should 
somewhat enlarge upon the topic of 
Discipline. 

» The age in which we live is not 
generally chargeable with any want 
of zeal in behalf of Religion. The 
value of Christianity is felt and ac- 
knowledged by the great mass of 
Christians ; and very praiseworthy 
eiforts are made for its diffusion. 
Much, however, of this zeal is desti- 
tute of regulation, or is directed only 
by the private views and notions of 
those by whom it is cherished; and 
while these notions are so discordant, 
and are sometimes inculcated with so 
little regard to any recognized autho- 
rity, it is to be expected, that the ob- 
ligation to Order in religious proceed- 
ings should be little attended to, and 
in consequence not generally under- 
stood: there seems even to be a pre- 
judice against it, as if it were injuri- 
ous to zeal, by having a tendency to 


_ cramp its exertions and to narrow the 


range of piety. It may be supposed, 
that an Order of men, who have vo- 
luntarily adopted the sober views of 
the Church of England, and who 
know the grounds on which her Dis- 
cipline is established, and have had 
experience of its use and necessity, 
will be little liable, on such a sub- 
ject, to be affected by the fluctuating 
opinions of the day ; and yet, perhaps, 
it is too much to hope, that any of us, 
especially in such circumstances, 
should be wholly exempt from the 
influence of prevailing sentiment: 
human nature is too weak to adhere 
invariably and inflexibly to principles, 
which, however solemnly adopted and 
powerfully established, are yet dispa- 
raged in the public estimation, and not 
always observed in practice. I would 
remind you, then, that the Order and 
Discipline of our Church are an in- 
tegral part of its Constitution, consi- 
dering it as an instrument in the hands 
of God for the maintenance and dif- 
fusion of truth. ‘The inculcation of 
sound doctrine is perceived by the 
most superficial, he the highest ob- 
pee aim of religious insfruction : 
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James Chapman, Rector of St. Peter's 
Church, Perth-Amboy, and a sermon, 
adapted to the occasion, was preached by 
the Rev. John C. Rudd, Rector of St. 
John’s Church, Elizabeth-lown, to a 
erowded and attentive audience; after 
which the apostolic rite of Confirmation 
was administered by the Bishop to 3 
persons. In the afternoon divine service 
was performed by the Rev. Lewis P. Bay- 
ard, Rector of Trinity Church, Newark, 
and a sermon preached by the Rev. Mr. 
Chapman. 

The high degree of interest and plea- 
sure manifested by the people of this con- 
gregation in the exercises of the day, and 
their gratitude for this first opportunity 
ef receiving Confirmation, furnish the 
most gratitying proof of the increasing 
zeal of Episcopalians here, and justity 
the expectation that this congregation, for 
a long time in a depressed sfate, will, at 
no distant day, become a flourishing sec- 
tion of the Church. 

Wednesday, 25, Bishop Croes proceed- 
ed with several of his Presbyters to Christ 
Church, Shrewsbury, for the purpose of 
attending a meeting of the Directors of 
the Episcopal Society. Divine service 
was performed by the Rev. Mr. Rudd, and 
an appropriate sermon preached by the 
Rev. Mr. Bayard. After divine service the 
Board of Directors held their seventh 
annual meeting. 

It must be gratifying to Episcopalians, 
especially in New-Jersey, to observe the 
unexpected progress of this institution. 
From the smallest beginnings it has risen 
into a degree of consequence and useful- 
ness which its most sanguine friends ne- 
ver anticipated. This society has receiv- 
ed with gratitude very important aid from 
the Female Bible and Common Prayer 
Rook Societies of Newark and Elizabeth- 
Town, and from the ladies in the city of 
New-Brunswick. In addition to these 
auxiliaries, it is gratifying to notice an- 
other, just organized, denominated “ The 
Female Episcopal Society of Shrewsbury 
and Middletown, for the Promotion of 
hristian Knowledge and Piety.” 

The Churchmen of New-Jersey, for ma- 
ny years desponding under the numerous 
discouragements which have surrounded 
them, caunot but contemplate with affec- 
tion and thanksgiving to the great Head 
ef the Church, the blessings which have 
lately attended their Communion, espe- 
cially in the attainment of the Episcopate, 
and the advantages which are evidently 
resulting from the affectionate and pru- 
dent atientions of their worthy Diocesan. 

From the organization of the Episcopal 
Society, there have been distributed 176 
Bibles; 570 Prayer Books, and about 
300 religious Tracts, and the Society has 
a permanent fund in a state of gradual 
augmentation, amounting to aboyt § 600. 


The object of this fund is to afford aid 
to young men of piety and talents, whe 
may need assistance in their preparations 
for the ministry. 
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WORES IN THE PRESS IN GREAT-BRITAIN. 


Dr. Montucci has in the press, an Ac- 
count of the Rev. Robert Morrison’s 
Chinege Dictionary, and of his own. It 
will form a quarto volume, containing 
about 200 pages, on superfine vellum pa- 
per, with above a thousand engraved 
Chinese Characters. 

In the press, a Theological Inquiry into 
the Sacrament of Baptism, and the Nature 
of Baptismal Regeneration, in five dis- 
courses, preached before the University of 
Cambridge, April, 1817. By the Rev. C. 
Benson, A. M. 

The Author of the Antidote to the Mi- 
series of Human Life, has in the press, a 
work entitled, Celebs deceived. 

The Clerical Guide, or Ecclesiastical 
Directory, containing a register of the 
dignitaries of the Church, and a list of aH 
the benefices in Engiand and Wales, is in 
the press. 


LATE PUBLICATIONS IN ENGLAND. 


Parochial Instruction ; or, Sermons de-- 
livered from the Pulpit, at diflerent times, 
in the course of thirty Years. By James 
Bean, M. A. one of the Librarians of the 
British Museum, and Assistant Minister 
of Welbeck Chapel, St. Mary-le-bone. 8vo. 

Fifty-two Lectures on the Catechism of 
the Church of England: to which are 
added, three Introductory Discourses on 
the Subject, addressed to the Inhabitants 
of the Parish of Hinxworth, Herts. Dedi- 
cated, by permission, to the Right Rev. 
Bowyer Edward, Lord Bishop of Ely. By 
the Kev. Sir Adam Gordon, Bart. M. A. 
late of Christ Church, Oxford, Rector of 
West Tilbury, Essex, Prebendary of Bris- 
tol, &c. 3 vols. 8vo. 

The Fulfilment of Prophecy further 
illustrated by the Signs of the Times; or, 
an Attempt to ascertain the probable 
Issues of the recent Restoration -of the 
Old Dynasties; of the Kevival of Popery ; 
and of the present Mental Ferment in 
Europe; as likewise, how far Great-Bri- 
tain is likely to share in the Calamities by 
which Divine Providence will accom- 
plish the final Overthrow of the Kingdoms 
of the Roman Monarchy. By J. Bicheno, 
M. A. 8vo. 
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